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power in Bengal, a considerable number of light power-loom
factories also are not likely to come into existence as they
will have to depend upon yarn obtained from outside the
province. Purely spinning mills to provide yarn to such fac-
tories cannot be successful on account of inadequacy of local
supplies of raw materials. Thus the circumstances appear'
to be favourable for the establishment of self-contained mills
in important centres.
The first cotton mill (Bowreah) was started in 1818 at
Calcutta, but the attempts to establish the cotton industry in
Bengal did not meet with appreciable success till the war 'of
1914-18. Dr. Lokanathan thinks that 'the main reason why
the cotton industry did not develop was probably the concen-;
tration of the jute industry.'10 But besides this a number of
other causes responsible for this state of affairs might be found'
in the history of early British rule in Bengal. Reference has"
already been made in the previous chapter to the ruin of the
cotton industry of Bengal and the disappearance of the local
entrepreneurial class. The European entrepreneurs, who
established themselves in Bengal found vast untapped re-
sources awaiting exploitation in the spheres of jute, coal, tea,
and transport industries. There was practically an unlimited-
field for the most remunerative employment of their financial*
resources in these industries. The development of railways,
later on, diverted the movement of Northern and Central
Indian cotton from Calcutta to the ports of Western India and'
deprived the province of Bengal of the necessary supplies of
raw cotton. In the absence of local raw materials, the cotton
industry did not attract the attention of the non-Indian indus-
trialists.
The ruin of industries in Bengal was closely followed
by the introduction of a purely literary type of education,
.which was the only one generally provided. The intellectual
classes of Bengal freely availed themselves of this system of
education, brought into existence by the East India Compan^,
partly with a view to fitting them for subordinate jobs in its
service. As a consequence of this, the upper classes of peo<-
ple neglected the industrial and commercial careers arid
grasped eagerly at the Government, professional and clerical
10 P. S. Lokanathan: Industrial Organization in India, p. 63.